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We are mucheoblie’d to the Author of thele Questions for the 
good Opinion be is pleas’d ro entertain of us. But we de- 
fire bis pardon, in that the great numbers that lye upon our 
bands bave bitherto prevented our anfwerto’em. ‘Tis our 
Fudgment, shat bis particular farisfattion is fe fublervient 
zo the publick, that it neither onghs to be delayed any long- 
er, nor one of bis Quejiions omitted, as being ali of em not 
a little Curtous and wjeful, 


Queft. 1. ] Herr the force and Virtues of the old 
/ hk. cian Talismans, and their other 
Mavic loperations were true and real, 

or only Imaginary, or [Rufon. 

Anjw, I teeating upon this Subject, we thall confi- 
der it in this Method. The word it felf, the manner 
how ‘tis made, what Effeéts ( according to the Anci- 
ents) it hath produced ; and laftly, Whatour Judgment 
1S upon the whole. 

The word Talisman is Arabick, and comes very 
near the Hebrew word Tjelem, which fignifies Image, 
Figure or CharaGer ; fo far as we can learn, Zoro./ter 
was the firft Inventer of it. Some Authors tel! us that 
she manner of making itis thus: When fuch and fuch 
Confteliations, Afpeéts, oc. of Stars happen, which ac- 
cording to Obfervation had fuch and fuch influences, 
the Arc:it engrav’d his Talisman, or Figure in the Na- 
ture of an Hieroglyphick, fignifying fuch or fuch Mi- 
ftery, upon fome Mettal, precious Stones, Rings, Or 
Meddals, which they believ’d wou'd receive and keep 
the Critical Influences of their defign’d Afpects. Some 
were to work Cures, fome to incite fuch and fuch paf- 
fions, fome to keep away rain, hail, venomous Bealts ; 
in fhort, all fort of Evils: and others were to procure 
fuch and fuch good things, according to the Nature of 
the Afpect under which they were engrav'd. — But En- 
graving wou'd be too long an Aétion, and wou'd not 
be finith’t before its proper afpect was over, and ano- 
ther begun ; therefore we are rather of the Opinion of 
thofe Authors who inform us, that the Metta] was 
teady melted, and at the Critical Moment caft into a 
mold, where it receiv’d the Impreffion defign’d by its 
Author, under its re{pective Conftellation. It wou'd 
be coo long ro tel] theWorld that many things have really 
been efiected by, ( or at leaft under the fhew ot ) a Ta- 
lismanica! Vertue, amongft the Egyptians, befides in o- 
ther Hiftories there are many Inftances, Vagilss Bra- 
zen Fly and Golden Horfeleech, with which he hin- 
dred Flies from entring into Nzples, and kill’d all the 
Horteleeches in a ditch. The Figure of a Scork placed 
by Apollonius at Coxftantéxople,td drive all che Storks out 
of that Councrey, as alfo chat of a Gaat, which clear'd 
Antioch of thole litle trotfblefome Infeéts : Thus 
we read that the people of Hamptr in Arabia, and 
thoie of Tripoli in Syria, preferv’d themlelves from ve- 
nomous Beafts by the Tallisman of a Scorpion, placed 
upon one of their Towers. Paracelfus mentions one a- 
gainft the Peftilence, Fulius Riflonius a Prato had one 
powerful againft the Gout, with inaumerable more 
fuch Inftances; which not only fhow that there has 
been fuch things as Talismans, bue chat really fuch ef- 
fects have. been, and as was fuppos'd, by vertue of their 
Chara&teriflicks. We fhall allo give the reafons wh 
the Ancients believ'd fuch vertues in ‘em, viz. becaufe 
they really believ'd the Stars had fuch and fuch Influen- 
ees which might be communicated by Sympathy, as our 
Sympathecick Powder, wound Salve, (7c, now, and ac- 
cording to the Obfervations formerly made upen the 
Opbites, which having Veins in it like a Serpent, cures 
the bite of a Serpent by Application, the Squill and 
Poppy which refemble a Head, cure the Headach, 
Eye-bright cures fore eyes, which it refembles, and in- 
aumerable more fuch unaccountable things in Nature. 


Our Opinion is, that really fuck Cures and other Mire- 
cles have been wrought, but ‘twas only by the help of 
the Devil, not of Talismans ; and in this the Devil 
imitates God, who was pleas‘'d to make ufe of a brazen 
Serpent to cure the I/raetites. Thus a filly Jugler, Blow 
bere, prejto be gone, Sc. which was only mock and pre- 
tence, when fomething elfe was the caufe of Convey- 
ance. Under this may be reckoned Charnis for Tooth- 
ach, Agues, @’c. as alfo unlawtul and wicked tryals a- 
bout Witches, and a handréd Obfervations, which 
weak and ignorant people are guilty of. But to 
prove Tallismans, Charms, é&e. to he all abufe, cheag 
and illufion, we fhall offer, . 

Phat every thing aéts by ics firft or fecond Qualiti 
or by its fubftance, whence proceed all properties and 
Sympathies ; not by their Qualities, as heat, cold, 
hardnets, foftnets, ec. fince the:: it might do it in o- 
ther fhapes: Not in their Subfence, for feveral fores 
of matter will ferve to makea Tallismman. To which we 
might add, that ‘tis not the Figure neither, which is 
no more proper to receive the influences of fuch an af- 
pect, than the Skin of the Animal it felf ftufi'd with 
itraw 5 thofe things which cure by occult and unknown 
qualities, do not do it by vertue of their Figure, but 
by the property of their Subftance, which remains when 
they are defpoil'd of their figure, and curn’d into pow- 
der. In fhort, The whole is a wicked, fuperfticious, 
ridiculous Juggle, and the Devil has had coo many fair 
Opportunities of fuch things for his Intereft. 

Queft. 2. What Wind in our Body is, whence it pros 
ceeds, and what are the true remedies for it ? 

Anjw. The Moderns have experimentally explain'd 
the Notion of the Ancients, viz. that all parts of our 
Bodies are perfpirable, and that fteams are always reak- 
ing in our Bodies, is demonftrable upon cutting up an 
Animal ; thefe fteams are humidities rarifi'd, and inof. 
fenfively Pervade al! parts; but if fteams are mulci- 
ply'd from ftagnane humidities beyond the nacural de- 
gree, and diftend the pares beyond what is ufual, the 
cis call'd that offenfive Wind which the Queftion fup- 
poles. As this encreale of Vapours is extraordinary, 
lo ought a tran{piration to be co keep the Body in its 
due State, to remedy which, Baths, Fomentations, and 
warm Vehicles impregnate with Spirituous. Liquors, 
Clifters, oc. are extraordinary helps ; but what agrees 
molt with Nature, and is a very eafie Method to keep 
the pores open, isa modertte warmth in Food, Appa 
rel, Sleeping, °c. 

Queft. 3. Which is the beft Text extant of the Old Tefte- 
ment, the vulgar, Hebrew, or the Septuagins ? 

Anjw. A tull and fatisfaétory anfwer to this is to be 
had in Dr. Lightfoor's and Bithop Ufbers Works, which 
make up part of our Toung Students Library, which will 
fhortly be put cto the Pref. 

Queft. 4. Whetber there be any Specifick cure for the bi- 
ting of a Viper, or of a mad Dog, and whats : 

Anjw. A Specifick is that which is determin'd to fome 
one thing, and hath above it the Generick, and below 
it the Individual. We conceive that as there are dif- 
eafes of all Forms, Peftilential, venomous, @s. 
there are Remedies too, and Experience thews that 
medies don’t «lways depénd upon firft i 
barb purges, Mugwort is good for the Mother, and Be- 

ear is a Cordial: But this comes not from heat 

rynefs in fuch a degree, for then every ching ¢hat hath 


the fame temparament fhou’d be likewife ah 
hyfterical and Cordial, which is not true. There 
a certain Specifick Remedy not mention’d in any of our 


Direétories, which upon feveral applications, to out 


own knowledge, never yet mifs'd; it May be a 
for any perfon, if notice be given to our Boskdeler, 


Anfwer.——= cornea Method (and 


which is our 


which is often effetual) is @ piece of a mad Dogs Li- 
ver, and Ducking in the Sea. 

Queft. 5. How the Blood circulates in 4 Body whofe Leggs 
are cut of 7 

A 38 this Queftion about the Circulation of the 
iced is already anfwer'd inour former Volumes. 

Queft. 6. Why no venomous Creature will live in Ireland, 
Guernfey, and fome {ma'ler Iflinds ? ; 

Aniw. Bogs, whiet are many there, fend up fuch un- 
@tuous Exhalations, as may in a great mealure affect 
the Air, and render it deftruétive to venomous Crea- 
tures, bierhat there are are fome few there, we are ex. 
perimentally fire of. 

ft. 7. Whether there have been Satyrs, Centaurs, or 
other difcourfing Creatures produced between the race of Men 
and Bruses, or thofe Stories {o frequent in Greek and Roman 
Writer, and in Records of jome Northern Kings, wholly 
fabulous and impoffihle ? 

Aniw. We. believe there are a great many falfe things 
impos'd upon the World, but ‘tis a weak Conclufion 
to inferr from thence, that all muft be falie chat we 
hear. Ifthe Authors of this Age fhou‘d record the 
late Calf with its Top-knot, they wou'd take it unkindly 
(if they cou'd be fenfible of it when dead) to have their 
Yelations call'd in Queftion half a dozen Ages hence, 
efpecially if they fhou'd defcend to Circumitances, as 
ro fay it was calv’d in fuch a place, carry’d co che 
Tower, and exposd to many thoufands for gain. We 
believe there have been Centaurs, Satyrs, oc. we will 
ceive you our reafons, and leave your own Faith at liberty. 
We find that Plato in Convivio Sapientium relates, That 
a Shepherd prefented to Periander a Foal born ofa Mare, 
that.had the Neck, Head and Hands of a Man,the reft like 
a Horfe, yet the Voice of a Child. Diecles affirm'd it 
ominous, and prefag’d Divifions, but Thales athrm'd 
"ewas Natural, and faid Horfekeepers ought to be mar- 
ried. “Plutarch in Sylla’s Lite mentions a Satyr, with 
the Circumftances of taking it, and letting it go again, 
too Jong to relate here. We read of one that was 
fhown in Alexandria, under the times.ot Conjtantine. 
Paufanias makes mention of ‘em in an Ifland where he 
was driven by a Storm We coud tell "you more 
eut of Pliny, it his Authority wou'd pats, as well as 
many other Authors, which our narrow limits wont 
fuffer. ' : 

ft, &. Whether Fapan be an Ifland or no? and whe- 
une Lands onthe South-fide of the Megallan Streights be 


fo or no, and of what extent ? a 
Anjo. We fhall examine the beft Authorities, and 


then return our anfwer. . 
ueft. 9. What is the fair interpretation of the fecond and 
ath. verfe of the. 6xb. Chapter of Genefis, concerning the Sons 


of God and the Daughers of 2" the Generations from 


them ? 
Anfw. The Sons of God fuch as profefs'd the 


and had dependance upon Adams Fami- 
ly, and the Clans of it ; the Sons of Men we take to 
be the Offspring of wicked Cain, and Profeffors ef 
falie Religion, who fettled in the Land of Nod. 

Queft. 10. At whas time the Creed commonly called the 
Apofiles Creed was firft compiled and publifhed, by whom, in 
what place and time ? Thee 

Anjw. This will alfo be anfwer'd in our Young Stu- 
dents Library, where there will be a Collection of ten 
Forms of Creeds, which we find mention’d in the firft 
3 hundred years after our Saviour. 

eft. 11. What is your Opinion concerning the motion 
of the Earth or the Sun: I defire neither Reajons nor Autho- 
rities bus upon the whole your own Opinion upon this matter ? 

Anfw. We difagree in our Opinions about it, che 
Prolomaick Syftem is very falfe in fome things, and 
the Cartefian is not demonftration, as al] Des Cartes’s 
profelyces confefs themfelves ; there are very plaufible 
Arguments on both fides, apd plaufibilify is che ucmoft 


either party can pretend to. 


Queft. 12. Whether she Athenian Mercury be written by 
one man ; if jo, whether of any profeffion, and of what Age, 


ij by more, bow many, and of what profe/fions ? 
'“Antw. There are feveral, but qe Names, Ages, 


gana ec. are Anonimous, and e to remain 


true Religion, 


Queft. 13. Whethtr the Ancierts ; 
i ‘a in fr mare os Knew the Mariners Com. 
, Anjw. Undoubtedly they did not know it as 
now; that is, they had not the knowledge of the he : 
= and its admirable ufe and Virtues. There’s in 
: i cis true, quoted. out of Plautus which looks ; 
o € pretty, but has nothing folid in't, and which is 
rougnt as a proof, that fome fich thing was know, 
to the Ancients —'Tis that paflage of his, Cape nunc ver. 
— bur there are things enough in a Ship to which 
Bs word Verforia’may belong, and yet the Needle and 
pafs not be intended. That they had not the ule 
thereof till two or three Centuries laft paft, we 4 
the Exropeans; fince for the Chinefes ’tis at leaft ver 
probable, they had it long enough before US, as well 
as Guns and Printing, feems certainly prov'd by the; 
not daring to adventure fo much as out of fight f 
Land, only coafting abour from one fhore te inthe 
nay fo afraid were they then of long Voyages pay 
Laws were made on purpofeto prohibit failing eveny 
on the Mediteranean during Winter, pafling the whole 
breadth of which is no more to one of our Esai 
Weft India Voyages, than croffing the water. Thjs ie 
Ditcovery was referved for atter Ages, as well : 
thofe to be made thereby, and which in all probability 
woud never have been found without it, namely A 4 
rica, and the remote part of the World. And its “4 
markable, that as an Italian firft difcover'd that ne 
World, Columbus, the Florentine, fo another Italian Fla is 
of Amalphi, had fome time before found out the wer 
to get thither by thé Invention of the Maguet, and a 
ufe thereof, which he difcover’d Ano Dom. hee) sie 
twas the beft part of an hundred years after before 


‘twas known, or e of 
js » Or at leaft made ule of here in Eng. 


TF Bie — ge 34.and 4th. Volumes of the Athenj- 
_& 4n Mercury, ( relolving all the moft Nice a 
wg Queftions propos’d by the Ingenious of th 
xed ns ) and the Supplements to ’em ; ( containin 
be ee a - yt confiderabie Books newly Printed 

and in the Forrejgn Journals ) Pri 
Fobn Dunton at the Raven in th Whessa 
alfo to be had the Pref. air bad replied ae 
ice, Index and 12 Numbe 
= comnplent the firft 18 Numbers of the 4th, Vidune te 
wes 12 Numbers are refolved many ot the Queslions 
y lent us) or fingle ones to this time. 


CF The Propofals for the Young § yey 
tudent 
to be had at the Raven in the Pout. Ley a 


i es —— 


Adberifements. 


‘7 There is newly publifhed a Treatife 
entituled, Fall not out by the way: Or a 
Perfwafion to a Friendly Correfpondence 
between the Conformifis and Non-conformifis. 
In a Funeral Difcourfe on Gen. a5. 24. Oc- 
cafioned by the Delire of Mr. Anrhony Dun- 
well, in his daft Will. By Timothy Rovers, 
M. A. Sold by ‘fobn Dunton av the Raven 
in the Peultrey. Price bound 1 s. 


tees 


CF In Plew-yard, the third Door in Grays-Inn-lane, lives 
Dr, Thomas Kivlews, a Collegiate Phyfician, and Sworn Phy- 
fician in Ordinary to King Charles the Second, until his death ; 

, who with a Driak and Pull (hindring no Bufinefs ) undertakes 
to Cure any Ulcers, Sores, Swellings in the Nofe, Fate, or other 
parts ; Scabs, Itch, Scurfs, Leprofies, and Venerial Diféalé,expecting 
nothing until the Cure be finifhed: Ot the lait he hath cured many 
hundreds in this City, many of them after fluxing, which carries the 
evil trom the Lower Parts to the Head, and fo deftroys many. 
Driak is 3 s. the rt, the Pill  s. a Box, with Directions ; a bet- 
ter Purger than which was never given, for they cleanie the Body ot 
all Impurities, which are the caules of Dropfies, Gours, Scurvies, 
Stone or Gravel, Painsin the Head, aud other parts. With anogher 
Drink at 1s. 6d. a Quart. He cures all Fevers and hot Diftempers 
without Bleeding, except in few Bodies. He gives his Opinion 
al) that writes or comes for nothing. 
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